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requires that the acid value shall not exceed 4 per cent, and
that it shall be soluble in its own volume of absolute alcohol
and in 3*5 times its volume of 90 per cent, alcohol; it is chiefly
used in medicine and as a lubricant; it has been found adulter-
ated with cottonseed oil.
Almond oil is expressed from the seeds of Prunus amygdalus,
which contain about 65 per cent, of oil; it is pale yellow in
colour and has a slightly nutty flavour; the British Pharma-
copoeia requires that the acidity shall not exceed 6 per cent.;
the chief adulterants are arachis, olive, cottonseed or sesam6
oils and also the total substitution of peach kernel oil; the
analytical constants of the latter are so similar to those of
almond oil that it is almost impossible to detect its presence;
the British Pharmacopoeia requires that when 5 c.c. of almond
oil are mixed with I c.c. of a mixture of equal parts of sul-
phuric acid, fuming nitric acid and water for i minute, the
resulting mixture shall be whitish in colour, whereas peach
kernel oil under the same conditions gives a bright red colour.
Almond oil is chiefly used in medicine and in the manufacture
of perfumes.
Arachis oil is expressed from the seeds of Arachis hypogcea,
which contain about 45 per cent, of oil; it is pale yellow to
green in colour with a faint nutty odour; the British Pharma-
copoeia requires that the acidity shall not exceed 6 per cent.;
the analytical constants of this oil are very similar to those of
olive oil; it is chiefly used as an edible oil and in the manu-
, facture of soap and also as an adulterant of olive oil; it may
be officially used as a substitute for olive in pharmacopoeial
preparations in India, Africa and Australia.
Cacao butter, or oil of theobroma, is expressed from the
seeds of Theobroma cacao, which contain about 50 per cent, of
oil, and is used chiefly for medicinal purposes; it is yellowish-
white in colour and has an agreeable taste and a slight odour
of cocoa; the British Pharmacopoeia requires that the acid
value shall not exceed 2 per cent.; it is occasionally adulterated
with cocoanut oil, arachis oil, lard and paraffin wax.
Hazel nut oil is obtained from Corylus avettana, which con-
tains about 60 per cent, of oil; it is used as an edible oil, as a
lubricant and in the manufacture of perfumes.